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how dare I cut off my mother's hair?"1 The Baigas, a
primitive Dravidian tribe of the Central Provinces in India,
used to practise a fitful and migratory agriculture, burning
down patches of jungle and sowing seed in the soil fertilized
by the ashes after the breaking of the rains. u One explana-
tion of their refusal to till the ground is that they consider
it a sin to lacerate the breast of their mother earth with a
ploughshare."2 In China the disturbance caused to the
earth-spirits by the operations of digging and ploughing
was so very serious that Chinese philosophy appears to have
contemplated a plan for allowing the perturbed spirits a
close time by forbidding the farmer to put his spade or his
plough into the ground except on certain days, when the
earth-spirits were either not at home or kindly consented to
put up with some temporary inconvenience for the good of
man. This we may infer from a passage in a Chinese
author who wrote in the first century of our era. " If it is
true," he says, " that the spirits who inhabit the soil object
to it being disturbed and dug up, then it is proper for us to
select special good days for digging ditches and ploughing
our fields. (But this is never done) ; it therefore follows
that the spirits of the soil, even though really annoyed when
it is disturbed, pass over such an offence if man commits it
without evil intent As he commits it merely to ensure his
rest and comfort, the act cannot possibly excite any anger
against him in the perfect heart of those spirits ; and this
being the case, they will not visit him with misfortune even
if he do not choose auspicious days for it. But if we believe
that the earth-spirits cannot excuse man on account of the
object he pursues, and detest him for annoying them by dis-
turbing the ground, what advantage then can he derive from
selecting proper days for doing so?"8 What advantage
indeed ? In that case the only logical conclusion is, with
the Indian prophet, to forbid agriculture altogether, as an
impious encroachment on the spiritual world. Few peoples,
however, who have once contracted the habit of agri-
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